
NOW IS THE TIME 
END THE WAIT

National Adoption Month 
NOVEMBER 2021

On average, children in foster care 
wait two to three years to be adopted.

It’s frustrating to 
wait for someone to 
respond to a text. 

It’s annoying to 
wait on hold for 
the customer 
service rep. 

But it’s crushing 
to wait years not 
knowing where 
“home” is—
wondering  
if you’re safe,  
if you’re truly 
alone, if there’s 
anywhere you 
belong, if anyone 
even cares. 

Be doers of the 
word, and not 
hearers only. 

—JAMES 1:22 ESV
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At any given time, more than 122,000 KIDS  
in the U.S. are waiting to be adopted. 

And the need is especially urgent for teens and sibling groups. 
They’re very aware of the ticking clock and what could happen to 
them if they age out of foster care without a family—because it 
becomes the harsh reality for 23,000 teens every year.

20%  
instantly become 
homeless

50%  
develop an 
addiction to 
drugs or alcohol

50%  
struggle to find 
gainful employment 
by age 24

70%  
of young women 
become pregnant 
before age 21  

60%  
of young men  
are convicted  
of a crime 

When teens age out of foster care without the love and 
guidance of a family, the odds are typically not in their favor: 

Source: National Foster Youth Initiative, nyfi.org 

You can stop the clock and make a positive impact for a teen who’s 
terrified that time is running out. Maybe this is something you’ve been 
thinking about for a while.  

Is it time to take the next step?  

Visit Bethany.org/NAM to take the first step, discover answers to your 
questions, and find a local information meeting.
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